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CHAIRMAN RESCUES CHAIR

Mole Valley Ramblers’ Chairman, Gordon Lewis led a team of 
ramblers recently on a mission to renovate Jim Spencer’s seat, the 
local landmark at Norbury Park.

The seat had been put in place in 2005 to commemorate Jim Spencer, the 
first chairman and Life President of Mole Valley Ramblers, who had 
started the area’s popular walking group over 35 years ago.  Since this time 
the much used seat had been an ideal resting place for all passers-by; but 
over the years the weather had taken its toll and the seat looked in a sorry 
state.

After much debate, it was decided to ask the experts whether the seat could 
be saved and with excellent advice from the Norbury Park Saw Mill, 
Gordon led his team in the rescue.

First, the build-up of moss and debris from overhead trees had to be 
removed with stiff brushes before a preservative was added; then washed 
off and left to dry.  A week later, Gordon returned to add a coat of oil as a 
finishing touch. The result is that the seat is as good as new and back in 
commission for everyone who needs a rest.   

‘Jim Spencer was more than simply the first Chairman of the club,’ said 
Gordon Lewis, ‘he inspired people to get out and enjoy the countryside but 
overall to walk – irrespective of age.  

‘His ethos continues today and ramblers know that not only will they have 
the benefit of a walk in the fresh air around our lovely area, but most 
importantly, that they will be among friends,’ he added.  ‘I’d like to thank 
the team who helped in cleaning the seat:  David Sangwine, Christine 
Eagle, Cliff Weight, and Fiona Spencer.’    

 



Mole Valley Ramblers has a busy, regular walk programme with half day 
and full day walks at weekends and popular midweek rambles.  New 
walkers are always welcome to meet the group and try a ramble free of 
charge, visit:www.molevalleyramblers.org.uk Or 
molevalleyramblers@yahoo.co.uk
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