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Dear Stephen

Shared use of Footpaths

At our AGM on 11th November our fifty plus members gasped in united disbelief that the 
Ramblers Association should be contemplating supporting the shared use of footpaths 
with cyclists.

We recognise that this is a wide ranging proposal and relates to both urban and country 
footpaths.  In some cases, for instance adjacent to main routes, these proposals may well
benefit all users.  However, in villages public footpaths are often narrow and have fences
on both sides.  In the countryside footpaths are often narrow and bounded by hedges or 
crossing open farmland where walkers walk in single file to respect the use of the land 
by the farmer and recognise the limited access afforded by the public footpath.

We have the following strong objections:

 Any extension of the current sharing with cyclists beyond bridleways  and 
BOATS must by definition decrease the quiet enjoyment and safety of walkers

 No current footpaths must be designated as cycle tracks and hence no longer be 
shown on definitive maps; we must guard our footpath network 

 Most designated footpaths, both in villages and in the countryside, are too 
narrow to meet the requirement of shared use routes to be at least 2 metres 
wide so that footpaths would continue to be shown on the definitive map

 With the predominantly clay soil in our area many footpaths are already 
problematic as are bridleways and BOATS .  Cyclists using footpaths would have 
a negative impact on the surface which could lead to them becoming impassable

 Although paths get muddy in some weather conditions they are more forgiving 
to walk on than hard surfaces which shared use may lead to
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 The requirement under the Countryside Act 1968 that cyclists should give way 
to horse riders and walkers is not borne out by experience – it is walkers who 
step into the hedge for both horses and cyclists

 Cyclists already use footpaths, even though they have no right to do so.  If they 
are given the right to use designated footpaths this will lead to arguments over 
whether a footpath is designated or not when cyclists may claim that they can 
use all footpaths

Surrey County Council has cut its rights of way maintenance budget for 2017/18 from 
£300.000 to £100,000 and has also cut staff.  They are no longer maintaining footpaths 
except where there are specific dangers so how is the surveying, way marking and 
surfacing of shared use paths going to be funded?

We appreciate the Ramblers’ Association’s contention that all changes to footpaths must
be considered on a case-by-case basis but this seems to be highly impractical and is 
likely to be circumvented by cash strapped local authorities.

We will be contacting the Highways Authority and making it known that we wish to be 
consulted on shared use proposals.   We think that there will be very few footpaths in 
our area where we will not be objecting to shared use, hence leading to public enquiries.

Yours sincerely

Joan Young

Chairman


